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Father Jean Robert Rubayita, a new ACT 
member, comes to us from Rwanda, Afri-
ca, “the land of  a thousand hills.”  One of  
eleven children, his family was steeped in 
the Catholic tradition as are more than half  
of  the eleven million people who inhabit 
Rwanda today.  Born in Cyangugu, he was 
raised in this village far from the city and 
enjoyed a childhood blessed by stability.  
Reading, biking, exploring nature, listening 
to soft music, and watching soccer are his 
current hobbies, which all flow from those 
peaceful days.  He is quick to add, however, 
the great sadness that affected him and 
his people from the period of  April-June 
1994 when genocide killed a million of  the 
people of  Rwanda.  This tragedy continues 
to affect some of  his life choices.

Father Jean Robert feels strongly that a 
vocation is a call from God.  In his own 
case he recognized that God was gradually 
drawing his footsteps to the priesthood.  
His parents, still living today, worked 
hard to provide the education he needed.  
Attending the minor and then the major 
seminary, he succeeded at being a good 
student and believed that priesthood was 
within his grasp.  But there were also mo-
ments when he doubted God’s call. 

In July 1997, three years after the geno-
cide, he wondered if  he was meant to 
continue his formation in the seminary.  
In his village and in his country, at large, 
the population was extremely impover-
ished and hopeless.  He began to feel con-

vinced that his call was more social than 
theological.  It seemed best to get a job 
and help his people financially rather than 
become a priest.  One day, while dealing 
with this crisis, he planned to attend Mass 
in his home county. However, because 
there was no priest, they had a worship 
service.  

At the end, a young woman from his vil-
lage approached him asking, “When will 
you be ordained?” He wondered why she 
asked “when” and not “if ?”  

He replied, “Why do you ask?” 

“We do not have enough priests to of-
fer the sacrament of  reconciliation and 
Mass,” she said.

That was five years before Father was 
ordained. The conversation caused him 
to reflect and to recommit to his call to 
the priesthood. He understood that God 
was indeed calling him and that the people 
needed God first—even more than money. 
He could not feed everyone financially; his 
personal call was to feed them spiritually.

His ordination was followed by nine years 
in ministry.  He has served as a teacher in 
the minor seminary, a pastor in two par-
ishes and as the director of  the diocesan 
Caritas. Coming to the U.S. was his first 
experience outside the African continent.  
He was sent by his Bishop to acquire a de-
gree in Counseling Psychology.  The need 

for healing in his country remains a top 
priority. Currently he is working towards 
his goal at Western Michigan University 
of  Kalamazoo.

Father believes that being grounded in 
good counseling is of  the utmost impor-
tance because people turn to priests in 
time of  pain and confusion.  He feels it 
is his duty and responsibility to become 
more efficient in his chosen path.  He rec-
ognizes that there is a great need to have 
licensed counselors that are more quali-
fied so that the local priest has someone 
to turn to when the person requires more 
help.  In fact, this has served as one of  
his main motivations as he pursues his 
studies.  

His top priority, however, is to help his 
people who have been ravaged by genocide 
and other social conflicts. “The people 
have experienced horrible atrocities and 

Father Jean Robert Rubayita.
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From the President
by Robert T. Sears, S.J., Ph.D.

People have asked me what 
I intend to do as president 
of  ACT.  I usually said that 
I don’t know yet.  I will 
have to live in the position 
for a time to see how I am 
led.  My first thought was 
that I am a strange choice 
since I am not a licensed 
therapist.  I am a theologian 
who has taken as my focus 
the relation of  theology 
and psychotherapy.  I had 
thought that we had a lot of  psychologies 
of  religion, but no theologies of  therapy.  
My interest in theology has been practical.  
I asked not so much “Does God exist?” 
as “What difference does God make?”  I 
got involved first of  all in psychodrama 
because I knew God wanted commu-
nity and psychodrama was about healing 
through dramatizing one’s issue in a par-
ticipating group.  It founder, J. L. Moreno, 
actually developed his techniques through 
role reversing with God.  Later I taught 
courses in Jung and Theology and Family 
Systems and Healing to understand more 
deeply the role of  God’s triune love in 
various therapies.  My various articles (see 
my website: www.familytreehealing.com) 
develop further this interrelationship.

Now I feel that my interest in God’s role 
in healthcare may be what I am supposed 
to contribute as president.  We have many 
new therapeutic approaches, but we need 
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to see them all in light of  
God’s Word.  We need a 
theology that will enlighten 
all those approaches.  I 
also realize I am really not 
the president of  ACT.  
Jesus is.  I am more like 
Joseph in Egypt, a head 
steward.  I serve in Jesus’ 
stead for a time, but he is 
the ongoing leader, and we 
are to listen to and trust 
him to bring his healing 

heart to healthcare. 

What I have taken from the prophetic 
words before and during this year’s Con-
ference is that we are called to holiness.  
October 4th was the feast of  St. Francis 
of  Assisi.  He said, “Sanctify yourself  and 
you will sanctify society.”  If  we are to 
bring Jesus’ healing heart to healthcare, 
we must first be transformed by his heart.  
Jesus is the ultimate therapist, and he was 
always guided by his Father and the Holy 
Spirit.  To follow in Jesus’ footsteps, ACT 
must learn to listen to his living Word.  
We will need to take seriously our Word 
Gift Team’s words as well as our individ-
ual leading.  As we surrender our creden-
tials to Jesus and follow his lead, we will, 
as our Conference speakers so beautifully 
illustrated, put Jesus’ caring heart back 
into healthcare.  

Do you know of an ACT 
Support, Empower and Witness Group (SEW group) or

ACT support group of any other name? 

We are striving to develop a master list of these groups for referral of new 
members as well as for mentoring those who want to begin such groups.  Please 
send as much of the following information about the group to Nancy Morgan at 
nancymorgan.mft@cox.net  Thank you!!!

Geographic Area (city, state/province, country)
ACT Regional affiliation, if this applies
Day, Time and frequency of meetings

Contact Person for the group name, email, phone number
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Utterance Gifts Of The Holy Spirit – Part 3
The Gift of Prophecy  (1 Corinthians 12:10)

by Denise Dolff

The word “prophecy” tends to conjure 
up images of  the Old Testament prophets 
who both guided and chided the people 
of  God with words spoken to them by 
the Lord.  How does this relate to the 
gift of  prophecy, the third of  the three 
utterance gifts of  the Holy Spirit, and how 
we understand and practice this charism 
today? 

The gift of  prophecy is the God-given 
ability to bring forth in one’s own lan-
guage a message from the heart of  God 
for the purpose of  edification, exhorta-
tion, and/or consolation. 

What does this mean? Firstly, any mes-
sage presented in prophetic utterance is 
understood as inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
but spoken both in the language (other 
than when spoken in “tongues” – see 
Fall 2012 InterACT/Healing Exchange) 
and speaking style of  the presenter.  Said 
differently, in the manifestation of  this 
gift, God uses the individual as he/she is 
(emotional, wordy, to the point, educated, 
uneducated, healed, wounded, etc.) to 
present a message from the heart of  God 
to God’s people in a language known to 
the speaker.  An illustration of  this may 
be observed when two separate individu-
als bring forth a prophetic word, but the 
message is essentially the same. One is a 
confirmation of  the other, but each per-
son speaks the message in his own words, 
style, and understanding, although the 
impartation from God does not differ. 

Next, a prophetic utterance is always 
for the purpose of  edification (to teach, 
instruct), exhortation (to encourage, 
incite to a higher goal or purpose), or 
consolation (to comfort, cheer up), or any 
combination of  these three. These are 
the hallmarks of  a prophetic word and, if  
lacking, the origin of  the utterance should 
be examined.  Even when God gives 
words of  correction or warning, these are 
presented in the manner of  edification 

and/or exhortation. They do not con-
demn, shame, or humiliate, but call one 
back to God. Consider Jonah’s message 
to Ninevah for example (Jonah 3): The 
people of  Ninevah heard the exhortation 
in God’s message, repented, came back to 
God, and averted imminent destruction. 

In addition, prophetic utterances are 
always consistent with Scripture, point to 
God and not to self, may be simple (I love 
you, my people), may be conditional (if  
you keep my commandments, then I will 
bless you) and may require a response (are 
you willing to keep my commandments 
that I may bless you?).  

Presenting a prophetic word in an as-
sembly requires faith to believe that God 
is using oneself  to speak God’s message, 
especially considering that the word is not 
premeditated, but inspired at that mo-
ment by the Holy Spirit (although in some 
assemblies e.g. ACT, it may be stipulated 
that the word be written when received 
for examination and timely presentation).  
It also requires faith to believe that one 
will adequately or clearly articulate the 
word, especially in situations wherein one 
recognizes an anointing to speak, but the 
specific words have not yet formulated 
within the presenter. Sometimes, espe-
cially for someone new to the gift, the in-
tensity of  the Holy Spirit is such that one 
feels one may burst if  that step of  faith is 
not taken to speak what is believed to be a 
word from God.

But the gift of  prophetic utterance is 
not an endorsement of  holiness.  Even 

Balaam, in rebellion, was able to prophesy 
over Israel (Numbers 22-24).  Nor is the 
gift ever to manipulate or coerce others 
(God told me to tell you….therefore, you 
must), or to elevate self.  All prophetic 
utterances point to God, and are used for 
the building up of  God’s kingdom.

St. Paul encourages the gift of  prophecy 
in 1 Corinthians 14: 1, 5, 39:
1: “Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiri-

tual gifts, but especially that you may 
prophesy;”

5: “Now I wish that you all spoke in 
tongues, but even more that you 
would prophesy;”

39: Therefore, my brethren, earnestly 
desire to prophesy.”

Despite this, there can be fear regarding 
expression of  this gift, often related to 
Matthew 7:15 which cautions against false 
prophets.  However, if  one’s motive is to 
hear from God in order to point to Jesus, 
and to build up, encourage or comfort 
(rather than coerce or condemn), the Holy 
Spirit can use such willingness for the 
development of  this charism.  After that, 
it is up to the leadership to encourage, 
correct, and help one mature in the gift 
for the edification of  the body.  Like any-
thing, practice makes perfect, so I would 
encourage “practising” this gift according 
to God’s leading in safe places (like ACT) 
for God’s glory.

Denise Dolff  is a member of  the Board of  Directors 
of  ACT and its President-elect.

...the gift of  
prophetic utterance

is not an
endorsement of

holiness.
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InterACT sat down with incoming Presi-
dent Father Robert T. Sears, SJ at the 
ACT International Conference on 
Saturday, October 6, 2012.  

InterACT: Let’s start with your childhood and 
work forward.  Where did you grow up?

Father Bob:  “I was born in Evanston, 
Illinois, the third child of  Weyland D. 
and Elizabeth Ann (Beth) Sears.  I had an 
older brother and sister and one younger 
sister.  I lived in Minneapolis from 4 to 
6, then a year in Woodstock, IL and then 
to Woodridge, a subdivision of  High-
land Park where I went to a public grade 
school till 5th grade.  Then we moved 
to Highland Park—a suburb of  Chi-
cago where I went to a Catholic grade 
school.  I entered high school at Loyola 
Academy—a Jesuit High School founded 
in 1909—when it was on the Lake Shore 
Campus of  Loyola University.  Right after 
high school, I entered the Jesuit novitiate 
at Milford, Ohio in 1953.”

InterACT: So what happened that made you want 
to pursue the priesthood right after high school?  

Father Bob:  “Loyola Academy had a 
Sodality of  Our Lady, a kind of  spiritual 

association, that included certain kinds 
of  regular prayer.  In my junior year, our 
sodality advisor gave us given daily medi-
tations from The Spiritual Exercises of  Saint 
Ignatius of  Loyola.  While I was doing those 
exercises it came to me that I had a calling 
to the priesthood.  

“I originally thought of  becoming a 
Trappist monk, but since I was already 
an introvert, I figured I didn’t need any 
more of  that.   I was deeply touched by 
Saint Ignatius, so that led me to conclude 
that the Jesuits would be my best choice, 
and the Lord cleared the way for me.  I 
decided to become a Jesuit after high 
school.”

InterACT: What was the reaction from your 
family when they heard about your decision?

Father Bob:  “My parents were very sup-
portive, and my brother and two sisters 
were supportive—though my father, who 
was Methodist didn’t understand it at the 
time.  They let me do my own thing like 
most introverts do.”  

InterACT: What were your next steps on your 
journey to priesthood?

Father Bob:  “I entered the Jesuit novi-
tiate at Milford, Ohio in 1953, and then 
studied philosophy at West Baden Col-
lege, Indiana.  Next, I taught one year at 
St. Ignatius High School in Cleveland and 
after that taught Jesuit Collegians for two 
years at Colombiere College in Clarkston, 
Michigan.  After my teaching, I decided 
to study theology at Sankt Georgen, 
Frankfurt/ Main, West Germany, and was 
eventually ordained priest in Munich, July 
31, 1966.

“After the traditional Tertianship (Third 
Year Novitiate) at Colombiere, I studied 
theology and psychotherapy at Fordham 
University and received my doctorate in 
Spiritual Theology in 1974. And while at 

Fordham, I got involved in the Catholic 
charismatic renewal.”

InterACT: Would you mind sharing how that 
came to be?

Father Bob: “Okay.  I was a priest who 
had been trained to integrate human 
psychotherapy with theology.  But when I 
first came back from Germany in 1968, I 
saw Catholics on the cover of  Time maga-
zine waving their hands up in the air and 
wondered to myself, ‘What in the world 
happened to the Catholic Church while 
I was away?  These aren’t the Catholics I 
grew up with.’

“I asked around and discovered that 
the charismatics met in the same dorm 
building where I was staying.  So in 1967 
I began going to their meetings.  There 
would be up to 70 people at these prayer 
meetings.   I kept going and eventually 
got involved with the deliverance ministry.  
One of  the people at our prayer meeting 
said he had legions and that he was also a 
schizophrenic.  

“I had been introduced to the deliverance 
ministry also at Fordham when I helped 
the Jesuit director of  the prayer group 
minister to a woman who had been in-
volved with an occult group in Germany.  
She was being driven to suicide as a result 
of  that involvement.  But that experience 
didn’t prepare me for what to do for this 
gentleman at our charismatic meeting 
who said he had “legions.” (his name was 

A Conversation with
Father Sears, S.J., Ph.D.

I came to the 
conclusion that to 

fully believe in God, I 
needed to recognize 

that He is the
Creator...

A younger Father Bob.

Continued on page 5
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Vince). So I called a Jesuit who worked 
on the border of  Juarez, Mexico.  He had 
long experience with the deliverance min-
istry.  He told me that since I didn’t have 
much experience, I should have Vince 
drink lots of  holy water .  That would so 
annoy the spirits that they would leave.  
So Vince began coming every week with a 
five-gallon can full of  water, and I would 
bless it and send him on his way.  After a 
few weeks he felt some relief, and that was 
my introduction to the power of  sacra-
mentals (blessed water, salt, or a candle) 
in the deliverance ministry.  Vince was an 
example of  someone for whom I could 
use both my theological and psychothera-
peutic training, though it soon became 
clear to me that Vince’s progress could 
only be measured in small steps.”

InterACT: And where did that lead you?

Father Bob: “It led me to a more critical 
look at myself.  When I was in Germany I 
suffered from depression, and a self-anal-
ysis based on psychotherapy didn’t heal 
but only made me an ‘enlightened neu-
rotic.’  What helped was a passage from 
Is 43:18-19, “Remember not the events 
of  the past…See I am doing something 
new!”  I began to see that spiritual healing 
is a “new creation” from God.  Looking 
backward through self-analysis to find 
the roots of  my depression only brought 
insight, not healing. 

“So I began to change my whole perspec-
tive and look at the difference contacting 
God would make.  Not whether or not 
God existed, but what difference did it 
make, and how could I actually tune in to 
the creating power of  God.  

“I came to the conclusion that to fully 
believe in God, I needed to recognize that 
He is the Creator and that He was making 
things good now—healing us.  And to do 
that required me to have a personal rela-
tionship with God, and that it was only 
through that personal relationship that I 
could be healed.   And that led me to try 
to further integrate theology and psycho-
therapy, which was my quest at Fordham.  
Most theology was consciousness oriented 

and psychotherapy was unconsciousness 
oriented.  So the question then became 
how could I develop a theology that dealt 
with the unconscious?”  

InterACT: And did you find the answer to 
that question?

Father Bob: “Eventually.  While I was 
pondering that, the question of  the rela-
tionship of  the Charismatic community 
to other communities caught my atten-
tion.   So I decided to write a paper on that 
subject involving Paul Tillich, an American 
Protestant Theologian and Heribert Müh-
len, a German Catholic theologian. Tillich 
could integrate therapy, especially Jung, but 
I questioned his theology. Mühlen came 
to the same conclusions but with a power-
ful theology, so I concentrated on him.  
Mühlen had done most of  his work on 
the theology of  the Holy Spirit, originally 
coming from the theology of  Mary.  But he 
realized that you couldn’t deal with the the-
ology of  Mary if  you didn’t understand the 
theology of  the Holy Spirit because Mary 
is basically doing what the Holy Spirit does.  
If  one didn’t know what the Holy Spirit 
did, it would be impossible to know what a 
solid theology for Mary would be.  

“And that led me to Mühlen’s interper-
sonal view of  the Trinity—I, Thou, and 
We.  His writings showed me that there 
is no such thing as an individual person.  
Persons are essentially interpersonal.  
Mühlen saw the Holy Spirit as We in the 
Trinity, springing from the joint Love of  
the Father and Son and uniting persons 
in spiritual relationships.   That answered 
for me what must happen for there to be 
true healing.  The Holy Spirit grounds our 
a priori I—before the consciousness of  
our individual ego.  We are related to oth-
ers before we really get in touch with our 
own unique contribution to the relation-
ship.  And that led me to conclude that 

unconscious relationship occurs prior to 
our individuation or awareness, and so I 
wrote a dissertation in 1974 entitled: Spirit: 
Divine and Human, The Theology of  the Holy 
Spirit of  Heribert Müehlen and its Relevance for 
Evaluating the Data of  Psychotherapy.” 

InterACT: We look forward to reading that 
and the rest of  your website.  For the moment, 
let’s turn to your relationship with ACT.  When 
did you first become a member?

Father Bob: “I joined in 1981, at the 
Burlington, Ontario Conference when the 
altar candle dripped wax in the form of  a 
perfect heart.  For a long time I was teach-
ing and unable to come to the national 
conferences unless they were in Chicago, 
where I was then a professor at Loyola 
University’s Pastoral Institute.  I didn’t 
stop teaching until 2005, after which I was 
eventually invited to join the Board.  I had 
been a Regional Coordinator for three 
years and about six years ago they asked 
if  I would let them put my name up for 
president.  I kept saying no, but finally 
changed my mind.  I guess we’re now all 
going to see how it works out.”

InterACT:  We’re sure we speak for all ACT 
members in wishing you all the very best as our 
new President, and that we look forward to work-
ing with you in the coming months and years.  
Thank you so very much for making time in your 
very busy schedule to chat with us.

Editor’s Note: Anyone who would like 
to read more about Father Bob’s writings 
and insights beginning with his disserta-
tion in 1974 is invited to visit his website: 
visit his website:  www.familytreehealing.
com/books  and scroll down to Father’s 
thesis (3rd down).

“Remember not the 
events of  the past…
See I am doing 
something new!”

Is 43:18-19

Continued from page 4

Father Bob today.
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The 2012 ACT International Pre-Con-
ference and Conference were exceedingly 
wonderful opportunities for growth and 
fellowship, and I was so blessed to be 
there. At the Pre-Conference, Doctor Paul 
Wright, M.D. spoke about what it means 
to be a Christian and a healthcare pro-
vider.  During a time of  seeming loss and 
inner emptiness despite wealth, prestige, 
and success, this cardiologist sought out 
Mother Teresa.  He hoped her answer to 
a simple question he believed the crux 
of  his dilemma would give him a sense 
of  purpose in life, and leave him feel-
ing satisfied and at peace.  Dr. Paul’s first 
short visit with Mother Teresa lengthened 
because of  her unexpected answer.  As a 
result, he made significant changes in his 
life and cardiology practice. Over the next 
five years, Dr. Paul met and worked with 
Mother Teresa many times. 

On the day the conference ended, God 
used Doctor Paul’s talk and book to 
deeply touch the heart of  a young man 
I met on the plane home. After hear-
ing Paul’s talk, I purchased a copy of  his 
book, Mother Teresa’s Prescription: Find-
ing Happiness and Peace in Service (2006, 
Ave Maria Press). As the conference drew 
to a close and I packed for the journey 
home, I put the book 
in my purse to read 
on the plane. 

As sometimes hap-
pens, while waiting 
for my flight’s depar-
ture, I heard an an-
nounced request for 
a few people willing to travel on a different 
plane in exchange for flight credit dol-
lars.  I got in line behind five or six others, 
and when it was my turn I learned it was 
likely no more volunteers were needed, but 
would I wait a few minutes?  A short time 
later, I was offered my choice of  several 
alternate flights.  A single flight traveling 
back to the airport where my parked car 
awaited would leave eight hours later, but 
there were two flights leaving quite soon 

for other major nearby airports. I knew I 
could get from those airports to my car, 
and chose the earliest departure, scheduled 
to leave in 20 minutes. The two people 
behind the counter worked rapidly for the 
next several minutes, and soon I was run-
ning to a gate nearby.

For my one and a half-hour flight, I was 
seated in the second-to-last row in a 
packed transcontinental plane next to a 
young man by the window.  As I often 
do, I got out my book, the one about Dr. 
Paul and Mother Teresa, and kept it on 
my lap, but began the flight by exchanging 
pleasantries with the young man beside 
me.  I shared my flight-switching saga, and 
learned my seatmate was traveling from 
El Paso, Texas, and would be deplaning 
at the next stop as well.  He talked about 
his family, his girlfriend, and his concerns 
about whether to marry her.  He also 
shared that he had recently gone on a 
retreat called ACTS (Adoration, Commu-
nity, Theology, and Service  http://www.
actsmissions.org).  This was my first clue 
to pay more attention!  God was at work!  

The young man spoke of  being deeply 
moved at this all-male Catholic retreat, 
and longing for his girlfriend to attend the 

all-female version, but 
she was resistant.  My 
companion was sur-
prised when I shared 
I was returning from 
an ACT conference.  
I spoke of  the ACT 
mission and told him 
a bit about the confer-

ence, including the fact that the author of  
the book on my lap had been one of  the 
speakers. Though he was doing different 
work now, my seatmate shared that he had 
really enjoyed working in a hospital during 
his deployment to Iraq and intended to 
investigate ACT on the web. 

I talked of  God’s goodness and love, and 
several times noticed him glancing at the 
book’s cover.  Remembering the confer-

ence talks about listening as sacrament, I 
offered him the book to read during the 
flight.  He accepted, and I told him if  
he liked it he could have it. He was soon 
turning page after page, while I, in the 
midst of  my crossword puzzle, was pray-
ing silently for him in tongues. 

As the flight landed, he turned to me and 
informed me that this book was speaking 
exactly to the inner place he had recently 
found himself, one he had just shared with 
his girlfriend the week before.  He had 
been wondering about his purpose in life. 
He was a bit teary-eyed as we shared, and 
I mentioned how much God loved him to 
arrange all of  this just for him. The young 
man added that it had been five months 
since he signed up for the months-long 
training he would be taking at the end of  
our flight, but thought he hadn’t been ac-
cepted until just this past Wednesday.  So 
he too was unexpectedly on this flight. 

My new brother mentioned again that he 
would be looking into ACT, and I told 
him I would be looking up ACTS.  Before 
we parted, I mentioned how Doctor Paul 
had quoted Mother Teresa as saying, “I’m 
a pencil in God’s hands.  I just want Him 
to write with me.”  I conveyed how happy 
I felt to be a pencil in God’s hands as He 
spoke to this young man during our jour-
ney.  We hugged and said goodbye, but I 
expect I may see him again someday. I will 
be praying for him. Thank you, Jesus!

A Pencil in God’s Hands
by Lisa Grove

Lisa Grove is a member of  ACT.

I conveyed how 
happy I felt to be 
a pencil in God’s 

hands...
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In February of  2010 Michael Brescia, MD, 
spoke to the ACT Southern California 
Conference. I was impressed by his whole 
approach to medical care, the way in which 
he cares for the whole family and listens 
deeply to the patient. He is a living witness 
to the presence of  Jesus through the work 
of  the Holy Spirit in clinical practice.

Doctor Michael Brescia is the Executive 
Medical Director at Calvary Hospital in 
the Bronx, New York, and an innovative 
state of  the art leader in palliative care for
terminally ill cancer patients. His sto-
ried career spans decades of  seemingly 
miraculous developments in patient care, 
bio-medical sciences, and technology. He 
is renowned for his 
contribution to the cre-
ation of  the Brescia-
Cimino Fistula, the 
most common means 
utilized for
hemodialysis over the 
last 40 years, mak-
ing this life saving treatment available to 
millions. He was instrumental in securing 
full accreditation for Calvary Hospital 
in the 1960s and has been the driving 
force behind many of  its most success-
ful initiatives including The Palliative 
Care Institute, The Center for Curative & 
Palliative Wound Care, and its Hospice, 
Home Care, and Nursing Home Hospice. 
Calvary’s Inpatient service and Outpatient 
Clinic are models for national and interna-
tional palliative care programs. What dis-
tinguishes Calvary from other health care 
facilities is the individual care it provides 
each patient and family, founded in the 
guiding principles of  compassion, respect 
for the dignity of  every patient, and non-
abandonment of  patients and families.

As I was editing his talk for an article in 
the next issue of  the Journal of  Christian 
Healing, the following two stories leaped 
out at me to share with you in InterACT.  
Dr Brescia’s talk was entitled, “The Na-
ture of  Human Suffering.”

The Holy Spirit in Clinical Practice
by Douglas Schoeninger, Ph.D.

Two excerpts: 

Listening and presence
“I had a patient, suffering a rectal tumor, 
who every day, at 2:30/3:00 PM, started 
screaming in pain. I’d run in and give him 
additional doses of  narcotics, increase the 
drip. One day, as the clock approached 
2:30-3:00 p.m., I jumped up and we all 
ran in the room, but we couldn’t stop his 
moaning and crying. 

I said, “Bill, please help us. Help us to 
help you.” 

He said, “Don’t you know what happens 
at 3:00?  My children get off  the bus, and 

I help them with their 
homework.  I can’t 
meet them at the bus 
anymore.” 

And so as the time 
got close to 3:00, the 
agony began, louder 

and louder, and what we were seeing was 
emotional pain at its worst. And now that 
we knew what it was; at 2:30 we could run 
in and be present. We touched him and 
held him and sang some of  the wonder-
ful African-American spirituals.  A priest 
would give him communion.  He would 
give him the wine because the patient 
couldn’t chew and the priest would hold 
the chalice as the man licked the chalice. In 
this way, the 3 p.m. agony stopped.  

Working with patients’ families
 How do we approach a family in a 
professional and an artistic way?  I always 
tell a family, “You’re my patient now. I 
accept you. I now will care for you.”  I 
work hard with my physicians and nurses 
and all healthcare participants to accept 
and honor the families.  I always say to 
the family, “I am honored that you choose 
me and trusted me to care for your father 
and I accept you and am honored that 
you choose me and I accept you and love 
you and since you are my patient, I will be 
present.  I will touch.  I will hold you and 

I will speak to you.  I will communicate 
with you.  I will afford you the time and 
the information and the privacy.”

One of  the most powerful tools in all of  
medicine, in working with a family, and what 
I teach the doctors is the unsolicited phone 
call.  What is that?  I call a family member 
whose mother is in the hospital with me. “It’s 
snowing.  You’re in downtown New York.  
Mom is right here having soup, and the TV 
is on.  You don’t have to come.  She’s really 
doing well, and she had a very good day.  
Her pain was so well controlled.  Take a rest 
tonight if  you wish.  Go to a movie or see a 
friend, and if  you can’t do that, don’t spend 
two hours trying to get here.” 

If  they’re not home and you have to leave 
a message, make sure you say very quickly, 
“This is Doctor Brescia, and I have some-
thing good to tell you.” 

Say it fast. Don’t give them a chance even 
to digest that it’s not good news.  There’s 
nothing more powerful in medicine.  There’s 
nothing that solidifies the relationship; 
there’s nothing that makes the great physi-
cian; there’s nothing that makes that family 
love you more than you calling them first 
without them having to sort you out for 
days, trying to get some information.  Noth-
ing is more powerful!  That goes in any part 
that you play in the care of  a patient.

How do we
approach a family

in a professional and 
an artistic way?

Doug Schoeninger is a member of  the ACT Board 
of  Directors and also serves as Chair of  the ACT 

Communication and Publication Committee.



InterACT l 8

It was gratifying to see the large turnout for 
the ecumenical relations panel at the ACT 
International Conference (IC).  It showed 
the concern of  many members to continue 
ACT’s move toward welcoming the gifts 
of  our various religious traditions.  As the 
ERC (Ecumenical Relations Sub-Commit-
tee of  the ACT Spiritual Life Committee) 
reviewed the workshop, we were not only 
pleased with the panel presentations, but 
also with the contributions of  those in at-
tendance.  We felt a summary of  the panel 
presentations and responses would contrib-
ute to those present and also to those who 
could not attend.  Our intent is to strength-
en ACT by becoming a community that 
respects each of  our members and their 
faith traditions and listens for what God 
is teaching us through each member.  It is 
not by accident that we have members who 
come from different traditions.  Our goal 
with this panel was that ACT members 
experience the perspectives of  a few of  our 
various traditions through the specifics of  
trauma and healing of  the broken church 
in ACT members.  Through this experience 
we hope to facilitate the sharing of  painful 
experiences by other ACT members, as 
well as their gratitude for our various gifts.  
So we chose for the panel representatives 
of  different denominations (two Catho-
lics from differing points of  view—Susan 
TePas and Father Bob Sears—and three 
people from different Christian and Native 
American traditions: Glenn Wolf, Shirley 
Brummell, and Austin Joyce.)  

As moderator, Doug Schoeninger intro-
duced the panel and reminded everyone 
that “simply focusing on resolving our 
differences would increase the pain with-
out charting a clear healing path.”  Doug 
quoted a Father Sears article, The Trauma 
of  the Broken Church: “Trauma shatters the 
soul and leads to suppressed pain and dis-
sociation.”  Trauma is not healed by cov-
ering it over, but by re-experiencing it in a 

Healing the Trauma 
of the Broken Church
by Robert Sears, S.J.

compassionate community.  Schoeninger 
continued: “This is basic to an ‘ethic of  
relationships’ where we affirm the good 
of  another’s position before offering con-
structive suggestions.”  Hence our plan 
was to share our personal experiences of  
trauma and healing to help participants 
get in touch with their own experiences.  

Reverend Doctor Shirley Brummell led 
off  the panel.  She was ordained in the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
(AME) in 2007.  She was baptized in a 
Baptist church and later introduced to a 
Pentecostal denomination, after which 
she converted to Catholicism to join 
her husband who is also Catholic.  She 
was unaware of  the trauma that would 
cause her family.  Her aunts felt Catholics 
worshipped idols and decided not to at-
tend her wedding.  Her mother had said, 
“Make your bed hard and you’ll lie in it.”  
Shirley felt part of  her was cut-off, and 
even though, after 39 years of  marriage, 
they came to admire her husband, they 
never apologized for the early chaos.  

Then when she felt a call to ministry, 
she felt she needed to leave the Catholic 
Church for the AME.  However, she ex-
perienced that the denominational biases 
of  these religious cultures that inflicted 
such pain and wounding were continu-
ing to be passed down through genera-
tions causing the destructive behaviors to 
be perpetuated.  As ACT members our 
awareness of  these issues has been raised, 
but as Doctor Brummell said, “Know-
ing and not doing is like not knowing at 

all.”  Reverend Shirley’s Holy Communion 
service in AME liturgy on Sunday of  the 
IC was an experience of  deep unity where 
each attendee could participate according 
to their own religious leanings.

Then we heard a video presentation by 
Glenn Wolf, a Native American from the 
Lenape tribe.  He said he could do no 
better than read a Seneca Indian’s (Red 
Jacket) defense of  native religion that was 
spoken to the Boston Missionary Society 
in 1805 when they requested permission to 
proselytize among the Iroquois settlements 
in northern New York State.  Red Jacket 
began: “Friend and Brother: It was the will 
of  the Great Spirit that we should meet 
together this day…”  He continued to say 
that they had listened attentively to the mis-
sionaries.  Their forefathers had owned this 
great land and had settled disputes gener-
ally without shedding much blood.  “But 
an evil day came upon us.  Your forefathers 
crossed the great waters and landed on this 
island…. They found friends, not ene-
mies….At length their numbers had greatly 
increased, and they wanted more land; they 
wanted our country…Wars took place….
They also brought strong liquors among us.  
It was strong and powerful and has slain 
thousands…. You say there is but one way 
to worship and serve the Great Spirit.  If  
there is but one religion, why do you white 
people differ so much about it?  … We do 
not wish to destroy your religion or to take 
it from you.  We only want to enjoy our 
own. …. We are told that you have been 
preaching to the white people in this place. 
These people are our neighbors.  We will 
wait a little while, and see what effect your 
preaching has upon them.  If  we find it 
does them good and makes them honest 
and less deposed to cheat Indians, we will 
then consider again what you have said. … 
As we are going to part … we hope the 
Great Spirit will protect you on your jour-

“Trauma shatters 
the soul and leads to      
suppressed pain and   

dissociation.”

The Ecumenical Relations 
Panel: Presentation at the 
2012 ACT International 
Conference

Continued on page 9
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ney and return you safe to your friends.”  
For the full text, go to Google: Red Jacket’s 
speech (1805).

Susan TePas and Father Bob Sears pre-
sented next.  Susan was deeply hurt by 
the new translation of  the Catholic Mass, 
which mandated such responses as, “and 
with your spirit” when Jesus became 
fully human and “consubstantial” for the 
Creed, which no child would understand. 
“Once again my voice, my voice as a 
woman was silenced.”  Susan’s mother 
was Presbyterian and when Susan was 
five, her mother had to agree to have her 
children baptized for her father to have 
their marriage blessed in the Church.  As 
Susan wrestled with these church issues, 
she was led to re-read Ronald Rolheiser's 
Holy Longing.  He noted that Jesus became 
“flesh”—a word used for the weakness 
and sinfulness of  human nature—and 
that she and the Catholic Church were not 
exempt from that weakness.  She was be-
ing called to embrace the Body of  Christ, 
the Church, "his sarx, his flawed...body 
as it is met in the community of  believ-
ers." (Holy Longing, p.127)  The key to the 

resolving her hurt lay in embracing the 
Cross, a sign of  contradictions.   

Father Bob, on the other hand, was sad-
dened that our denominational divisions 
hindered him from sharing the aspects 
of  his faith that had become especially 
important to him.  His father was Meth-
odist and uncomfortable talking religion.  
His protestant friends, who sponsored 
many of  his retreats, were uncomfortable 
talking about the importance of  Mary for 
human healing, or the importance of  a 
center of  unity like the Pope.  

He said that surely other denominations 
also have things they would like to share 
but feel restricted by the anticipated reac-
tions of  many Catholics.  We lose the 
fullness of  Jesus’ and the Spirit’s truth by 
such restrictions.

Robert Sears, S.J. is the new President of  ACT.  
For information about him go to 

http://www.familytreehealing.com/about.html

“Friend and Brother: 
It was the will of  the 
Great Spirit that we 

should meet together 
this day…”

Lord, You invite all who are bur-
dened to come to you. Allow Your 
healing hand to heal me. 

Touch my soul with Your com-
passion for others; touch my heart 
with Your courage and infinite 
love for all; touch my mind with 
Your wisdom, and may my mouth 
always proclaim Your praise. 

Teach me to reach out to You in 
all my needs, and help me to lead 
others to You by my example. 

Continued from page 8 The moderator then opened the shar-
ing to those who attended the panel, and 
found that many had similar experiences. 

(For the rest of  this article, go to: 
www.actheals.org/actlink.html)

Most loving Heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in body, mind 
and spirit that I may serve You 
with all my strength. Touch 

gently this life which you have 
created, now and forever. 

Amen. 

A Prayer for Healing 
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Journal of Christian Healing Online
The Fall/Winter issue of  the Journal of  Christian Healing will be online in mid-January 2013 at www.actheals.org

Check it out!!!
Free to members, $15 to non-members

This issue includes:
 Wholeheartedness in Healthcare: Caring for the Whole Person with the Healing Heart and Mind of  Jesus. By Mary Jean 

Ricci, BSN, MSN

 The Nature of  Human Suffering.  By Michael Brescia, MD 

 Joy, Salvation, Leadership, Depression, and the Christian: A Potential Metaphysical Dilemma? By Audrey Jean-Jacques

 Survey of  Idolatry and American Culture. By Charles Zeiders, Pys.D.

A New ACT Publication!!!!!

Evaluating Clinical Cases

Len Sperry, MD, PhD, DMin

Published by The Association of  Christian Therapists
July, 2012

Now available for purchase online in Pearl, ACTs online store at www.actheals.org
Reduced price for members. $7.50

 
INTRODUCTION 

Ethical Analysis in Integrative Christian 
Healthcare Practice: 

The purpose if  this booklet is to provide a method for 
understanding and reflecting on ethical and clinical compe-
tence issues in the practice of  Christian holistic healthcare 
and, particularly, for evaluating clinical cases involving heal-
ing prayer and spiritual assessment. 

We begin with 4 brief  case examples that present the reader 
with several ethical considerations involving the integration 
of  Christian spirituality and healing prayer in healthcare 
practice.

This booklet was written by Len Sperry, MD, PhD, DMin, 
and is an abbreviated and modified version of  a two-part 
article that appeared in the Journal of  Christian Healing 
in 2011 [Volume 27, #2: Part I,  pp. 5-13; and Part II,  pp 
14-24].  

It was produced by the Healing Manual Team, a standing 
subcommittee of  the Communications and Publications 
Committee of  the Association of  Christian Therapists 
(ACT). The subcommittee is comprised of:

 Lou Lussier, MI, MD, PhD, MDiv Len Sperry, MD, PhD, DMin  Bonnie Lay, BS, MA   
 Forrest Yanke, LCSW, PhD  Robert Sears, SJ, PhD   Robin Caccese, BS, MT(ASCP)
 Ken Fung, MD         Douglas Schoeninger, PhD.
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Editor’s 
Note
I want to thank all the members of  ACT 
who have so graciously welcomed me 
and made me feel part of  your incredibly 
loving family.  My cup runneth over with 
your warmth and kindnesses.  Thank you 
from the bottom of  my heart.

To all of  you who have sent in articles 
for publication, please accept my sincere 
appreciation.  We had more then enough 
for this issue and have a good start on 
the Spring issue.  However, please know 
that we will continue to need submis-
sions from all members for the rest of  the 
issues for 2013 and long into the future.  
So please don’t be bashful.  Even if  you 
only have an idea for a story, please let 
me know and we can talk about it.  My 
email is mmwrites@san.rr.com, and I look 
forward to hearing from each of  you.

And lastly, I would like to wish everyone 
a blessed Christmas and Holiday season 
as well as a joyous and Christ-filled New 
Year.  You have no idea how wonderful it 
feels to be able to write those words and 
not have to worry if  one of  you does not 
believe in God!  We are the Association 
of  Christian Therapists.  Thank you, God, 
for this beautiful organization.

Simple question and yet a complicated an-
swer.  And why is that?  Because after the 
October ACT International Conference, 
I learned there are some reasons why I 
didn’t want to be healed.  I had been limp-
ing around the conference with a painful 
hamstring and groin. I attributed it to 
running without stretching—something 
that will eventually go away with time and 
gentle walking.  But the pain remained 
the same.  Over-the-counter meds made 
it manageable, but there was no improve-
ment.  I believed that I just had to tough it 
out and live with it.

My underlying beliefs were: This is the 
cross I have to carry; God doesn’t care 
about my little physical pains—they’re not 
important to him; it’s not worth praying 
for;  there are more important things in 
life to pray for; other people have bigger 
needs—mine are very little; it’s better to 
suffer in silence and don’t ask for help.  

I basically went through the whole confer-
ence with these beliefs and attitudes, even 
after two healing services!  Then God 
planted a seed.  A fellow ACT brother in 
Christ said to me, “We need to pray over 
you.”  

“Yeah right,” I thought.  Nice sentiment.  I 
sincerely appreciated his concern and offer, 
but couldn't see my way to accepting it.

Next came the Christian service on 
Sunday morning of  the Conference.  The 
ministers asked that anyone who would 
like prayer to please come forward.  I 
sensed the Holy Spirit moving me to step 
out in faith and trust.  I humbled myself  
and hobbled up for prayer.  Even though 
Minister Austin’s taxi was waiting for him, 
he remained.  I was being convicted in 
my heart.  I was overcome with emotion 
(love) as Austin prayed over me.  Once 
again, I had to admit my own brokenness, 
come out of  denial and false pride, and 

Did I Really Want
to be Healed?
By Francis Hymel D. Min., LPC, LMFT

to ask for God’s healing touch.  In that 
moment, there was no physical cure, but 
there was emotional and spiritual healing.  
My relationship with God was healing.  I 
felt His love and presence.  It was okay 
to ask.  It was important to God.  It was 
okay to give myself  permission to be 
healed.  He really did care about my physi-
cal pain. 

Now what?  Austin’s prayer put me on 
the path to physical healing.  As any doc-
tor will tell you, correct diagnosis means 
everything.  I felt led to get x-rays, only 
to discover I had been misdiagnosing 
myself  all along.  The results showed a 
stress fracture of  my left pelvis.  What a 
surprise!  My heart, mind, and spirit had 
been opened to receive His truth and love, 
now my body could also.  The Divine 
Physician had diagnosed me correctly, and 
now He can heal me as well. YES, I DO 
WANT to be healed!  Thank you Jesus!

“Take courage; get up, Jesus is calling 
you.” He threw aside his cloak, sprang 
up, and came to Jesus.  Jesus said to him 
in reply, “What do you want me to do 
for you?”  The blind man replied to him, 
“Master, I want to see.”  Mark 10:49-51

Francis Hymel is a member of  ACT and operates 
New Hope Counseling in Midland, TexasMike MacCarthy, InterACT Editor
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District Resource 
Coordinators 
(DRCs) have re-
cently been added 
to the ACT net-
work of  support 
for members. They 
are in place now to 
reach out to mem-
bers who are not 
yet connected to an 

active region and to assist regional coordina-
tors upon request.

More and more people are learning 
about Act and joining from their online 
experience of  ACT and/or from their 
experience at an occasional conference or 
retreat. While we appreciate and support 
that connection, we feel that ongoing 
personal contact with other members 
makes the ACT vision come alive in our 
hearts and minds so that we can truly 
“bring about the healing presence, heart 
and mind of  Jesus Christ to… colleagues, 
patients, clients and institutions.”  

District Resource Coordinators (DRC)
by Nancy Morgan

To that end, the DRCs will be contacting 
members in areas that do not have active 
regions. They will strive to help these mem-
bers establish prayer partners, form prayer 
support groups, affiliate with a region and/
or become more engaged in ACT.  

We are a global organization and so we 
have divided the world into the following 
6 districts with a DRC in each district. If  
you are one of  those ACT members who 
feels “disconnected” and you want to 
grow in your faith walk with other ACT 
members, get started by contacting your  
District Resource Coordinator today.

Northeastern US District (Northeastern 
US states to include Kentucky and Virgin-
ia to the south and southern Indiana and 
southern Ohio to the west)-Bob Rohde 
BEROHDE@aol.com

Southern US (Oklahoma, Arkansas, Ten-
nessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, 
Louisiana and Texas and West) Ann Ma-
rie Porta  annmporta@gmail.com

Central US District (Kansas, Missouri, 
Illinois, Northern Indiana, Northern 
Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Ne-
braska, Minnesota and North and South 
Dakota) Steve May smay1106@att.net 

Western US District (Montana, Wyo-
ming, Colorado and New Mexico, Ari-
zona, Nevada, Utah, Idaho, Washington, 
Oregon, California, Alaska and Hawaii)-Al 
Nyland albert_nyland@msn.com 

Canadian District (Canada) Renee Lavitt  
renee.lavitt@gmail.com

International District (all areas outside 
of  the US and Canada) Anita Desrosiers  
desrosie@mts.net

If  you have any questions regarding 
the DRCs and their role in ACT, please 
contact Nancy Morgan at nanc;ymorgan.
mft@cox.net. Thank you. We look for-
ward to getting to know each other better!

Nancy Morgan, DRC Chair

All numbers in map
represent members

of ACT.
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The Association of Christian Therapists
Invites you to attend

THE 2013 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

March 8, 9, 10, 2013

"THE MANY FACES OF FORGIVENESS"
at

The Dana on Mission Bay in San Diego
A delightful resort on the waters of Mission Bay in the heart of San Diego

Presenters

  DR. DAVID LEVY, M.D. Dr. Levy is a Neurosurgeon and author of  "Gray   
   Matter." He is a pioneer in integrating neurosurgery and forgiveness prayer with  
   his patients.

  FATHER MICHAEL KENNEDY, S.J. Fr. Kennedy works with violence-
wounded youth in the Los Angeles Central Juvenile Hall, as well as former 
pastor the Dolores Mission Church in L.A. He uses his own spiritual poetry, as 
published in his three books, to minister in healing and forgiveness.

  MICHELE FLEMING, M.A. Michele is a therapist completing her Ph.D. in 
clinical psychology who specializes in helping clients with forgiveness and healing 
from sexual sin and sexual trauma. She is also a speaker for The Goretti group.

  SPIRIT ALIVE Is a long-time favorite of ACT conferences, using music as prayer in 
   their ministry of healing.

Conference will include testimonies, sharing workshops,
a Saturday evening banquet and CEU's.

Please consider joining in this Spiritual Experience March 8-10, 2013!

Open to All

Registration Information after November 15 at ACTHeals.org

Questions: email: ACTsandiego43@yahoo.com
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marized it with one sentence: “America is 
so pretty!” Language, weather and culture 
still present challenges for Father as he 
pursues his courses and attempts to mas-
ter English.

Through Denise Dolff, a Canadian 
member, he was introduced to ACT and 
received a scholarship to attend the 2012 
ACT International Conference in Chica-
go.  Welcomed by his brothers and sisters 
in ACT, he felt the prompting to join 
ACT, feeling that God was calling him to 
do so.  A highlight of  the conference for 
Father was attending the Life in the Spirit 
seminar led by Sr. Betty Igo.  “I learned a 
lot from ACT,” said Father gratefully.

What’s next for Father Jean Robert?  When 
he returns to Rwanda at the completion of  
his studies, he hopes to blend his profes-
sion as a counselor with his ministry as a 
priest.  His dream is to organize seminars 
and teach courses in counseling.  He looks 
to ACT to help him become more com-
petent as a Christian Counselor and more 
knowledgeable as a priest. 

...God was indeed 
calling him and that 
the people needed 
God first — even 
more than money. 

Rwandan Priest continued from page 1

need the best professional help they can 
get,” says Father Jean Robert.

Father is quick to point out that: “The 
Catholic Church has played a significant 
role in the ongoing healing in Rwanda.  
As a leading educational institution, the 
Church has taken the opportunity to 
transmit the Christian values of  peace 
building and reconciliation after the geno-
cide.” 

“This role,” Father adds, “has strength-
ened local and international credibility 
and led to trust in the Church institutions 
such as Caritas and the Justice and Peace 
Commission.  The Church has become 
more effective due to the trust they have 
created by their efforts in reconstruction 
and reconciliation.”

As Father turns to his present stay in the 
United States, he has much praise for the 
beauty of  the states and all he has experi-
enced.  “I feel honored to share everyday 
life with 302 million people in their amaz-
ing diversity. In the U.S., I experience a 
great sense of  punctuality, of  convenience 
eased by high technology, of  respect for 
one’s privacy, and so much more.” 

Asked about his travels in the U.S., Father 
shared his unforgettable visit to Wyoming, 
the Upper Peninsula of  Michigan, and 
Yellowstone National Park.  Father sum-

Gloria Doino is a member of  ACT and until 
October 2012 served as Editor of  InterACT.

“As a member of  ACT, I personally want 
to play the part of  a hyphen between 
ACT and the healing activities in Rwanda, 
particularly in my Diocese of  Cyangugu.  
It would be a great pleasure to one day see 
members from ACT helping God’s people 
in my Diocese.”  

Amen to that, Father. 

Southeast District, Region 17:
Annual Retreat: April 12, 13, & 14, 2012

Place: Marywood Retreat & Conference Center
235 Marywood Drive, St. John's, FL 32289

1-888-287-2539
Fax: 904-287-9738

   Topic: Battle Field of the Mind     Speaker: Father William J. Halbing, BA, MA 

Ordained a priest in Newark N.J. in 1982, Father Halbing has been the pastor of St. Antonius parish in NJ since 1999.  He has been in the Charismatic 
Renewal since 1975.  He has been a speaker at charismatic conferences, the University of Steubenville, parish missions, and children's Bible confer-
ences.  Father is also involved with the Office for Evangelization and serves on the Evangelism Commission and Men's Commission for the Archdiocese 
of Newark.  Father Bill has a BA in Spanish, a Master of Divinity Degree, and an MA in Judeo/Christian Studies.

  Friday's presentation (April 12):
 "Out of Darkness into Light: Inner Healing”  

For additional info about the retreat, contact Debbie Kalinyak: phone 
321-480-2546,  email: 4Deb@yahoo.com or Ann Marie Porta: phone 
352-750-9009 after 1:00 p.m. daily, email: portarj@juno.com.



InterACT l 15

The Association of Christian Therapists
Hamilton Chapter – Region 10

25th Anniversary Retreat Day - Celebrating 25 Years Together

OUR YEAR OF FAITH -
A GIFT OF HOPE IN A WORLD OF DOUBT

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen.”

Hebrews 11:1

9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, March 16, 2013

Eucharistic Celebration with Rev. Martin Bradbury at 5 p.m.

Holy Cross Croatian Parish Hall,
1883 King St. East (at Rosedale Ave.), Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

$35/person by March 11th/ $45 at the door

Guest Speaker:

Rev. Martin Bradbury
Father Martin Bradbury is a member of the Association of Christian Therapists.  He was born in Ireland 
and was raised in Hamilton and Burlington in an Irish Catholic family.  His family was and is centered on 
and in Christ, with faith being very important to both of his parents and thus shared with their children.  
He shares that he struggled for a time with our faith and returned to faith as he entered the Seminary.  
After 17 years in the cab business in Hamilton, he entered the seminary studying for Hamilton Diocese.  
He then went to work in the Missions in Northern Manitoba and Saskatchewan for 10 years and then 
moved to the Archdiocese of St. Boniface.  He is at present the pastor of Holy Cross Parish and is 
currently on Long Term Disability.    

For more information please call: Jennie 905-335-6902 or Lucienne 905-662-4177


